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TO FHE 


Chriſtian Reader. 


FE ROM the Arrows of the Almighty falling 
fo thick around, it appears to me that Wrath 
is gone out againſt us, and that the Hand of the 
Lord, is now upon the Earth; and obſerving 
with Concern the Dulneſs and Deadneſs of Men, 
Who are like the Horſe and Mule that have 
no Underſtanding. Therr Stupidity ſeems to me 
more dreadful than the Puniſhments wherew:th 
we are tbreatned. For when a Nation grows 
ſtupid and ſenſeleſs at the Chaſtiſements of God, 
and doth not, or will not underſtand God's mean- 
ing in them ; there goes a Speech from the higheſt: 
Why ſhould they be ſmitten any more? zhe 
meaning of which ts, inſtead of a fatherly Cor- 
redtion, there muſt come a ſweeping Deſolation. 
Therefore to rouze you, my Chriſtian Brethren, 


From this Lethargic State, I baue und:rtaken 
| (tho' the meaneft of a Thouſand) to point out to 


A 2 you 


9 
Jou the Interpretation of God's Chaſtiſements : - 
Fir y then God would have ſemel bing toe 
dane, the doi wp whereof may cure and remtue 


them: Poſſibly ſome in theſe Days may require 


4 Prophetical Spirit, rightly to interpret the 


7 udgments of God, as the rich Man would fain 
ave had one from the Dead to convert his Bre- 
thren; but to theſe I give the ſame Anſwer as 
was given to him; rhat the Scriptures are left 
unto us for ſufficient Interpreters, 

For God is till one and the ſame both inFaflice 
and Mercy, and therefore he "hath left one and 


the ſame Word, whereby to conſtrue bis Judg- 


ments and Mercies. Accordingly. from God's 
Word in the Oid Teſtament, St. Paul tals us in 


the New, that God's Puniſhments on the Iſrae- 3 | 
lites in #he firſt Times of the World, are to be 
Examples to us on whom The Ends of the World 


are to come. Therefore let us boldy, becauſe ſafes 
ly, march under the Shield of jo great an Ex- 


ample, believing with him that now, as heretofore, 


Pun ſjiments and Sins are linked. together : 1n- 


deed, if God would have alter'd his Courſe, und by 


a new hind of Government, ſend general Puniſh. 


ments "where there are not general Sins, there 
might have been need of new Prophets, to have 
brought us News of a new Diſpenſation. But 
before we begin this warrantable Interpretation, 
let us turn our Eyes to Things moſt dangerouſly 
unwarrantable, the Abuſe and Miſconfirudtion 
of Ju agements commonly uſed. 

Some take no Notice at all of the Strokes of 
tois Wrath, but with the Mirth and — 
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"> Wink and Pleaſures, take ' away the Ku- 
go 40 dge of it, as. the Sacrificers of the Valley of 
- innen, by the Noiſe of Inſtruments took away 
the Cries of their ſacrificed Children. Such 
ugbi- minded Men, finging and dancing to the 
2 and withal ys he the Miſeries of Jo- 
ſeph, no doubt will cry out with Judas, Where- 
fore ſerveth this Waſt ? And 701th David's Bro- 
ther, Out of the Pride of thine Heart art thou 
come down to the Battle. But I anſwer with 
David, 1s there.n't a-Cauſe ? Yea, even the 
greater Cauſe, Becauſe the Lyon bath roared, 
234d ſuch Boafts are not afraid; jo that the 
„ greater the Number is, of theſe Madmen .of 

2 Mirth® the greater bad need to be the Company 
| of Mourners. It is the Mourming of the Pe 
nitent, that maintains the Mirth f the Delin- 


quent, and it is the ten righteous Men, - that 
deep Fire and Brimſlone from a Company of abo- 
5 minable Sodomites. 
Othbers there are that gaze on the Stroke, 
By and ſtand amazed at their Miſery, but do not 


hook "up to the higheft Striker ; who, by mur- 
mMuring 'and repining, run to bite the Stones that 

| are thrown at them, A third Sort there is, that 
with earthly Balms will cure the Strokes of Hea- 
ven, and by the Strength of their Plots, - will 
bind up the Hands of Omnipotence, and by the 
Pineſſe of their little Wits, will ſupplant the 
51 Councils of an infinite Wiſaom. All 25 are 
N out of the Way, and either ſeek no Remedies, or 
falſe Remedies, or Remedies out of Order. 


— — 


To 


(wv) _ 
Jo obviate ſuch fatal Errors, I have endea- 
woured in the following Sheets, to point out the 
only Remedies that can prevent thoſe Calamities 
from falling upon us; which are now hanging ſo 
heavy over our Heads : And that they may have 
the defired Effect, is the hearty Prayer of, 


Your's, in 


Chriſtian Affection, 


London, 
10 Dec. 1745. 


A Citizen, 


OLD REMEDY 


NEW REVIV'D, Ec. 


HE Lord hath roared from the Habi- 

4 tation of his Holineſs, and ſent forth 
his Voice. He hath bent his Bow, and pre- 
pared his Arrows; yea, ſome of them hath he 
ſhot, and their Wounds are now freſh upon 
us: Therefore let us ſeek a Remedy for the 
Hurts received, and ſearch out the Means that 
the remaining Arrows may be retained. For 
obtaining thereof, even theſe Arrows them- 
ſelves will excellently direct us: For they are 
like the Arrows of Jonathan that had a Meſ- 
ſage in their Wings; ſor they can tell us of 
Wrath, and warn us to avoid it. This very 
Uſe of them God himſelf hath taught us; in 
his infinite Mercy deſiring and expecting that 
his Rod may comfort us, and heal us; and he 
hath taught us the Means of doing it, and that 
B 19 


C 


(2) 
js, by Conſideration and laying to Heart. The 
Lord faith in the Prophet Haggai, Conſider 


your Ways, Let us therefore hear and conſider 


what God ſpeaks in his Chaſtiſements. That 
we may better perceive this Truth, let us look 
ſtedfaſtly upon them, and behold the Breadth 
and Depth of theſe Stripes, as I think they 
will point out unto us the very Stamp of di- 
vine Indignation. It is an Impreſſion in Na- 


ture, when Plagues are conſiderable in Great- 


neſs and unuſual, to cry out with the hardened 
Egyptians, it is the Finger of the Lord: And 
like the heathen Mariners in Jonab, call upon 
their Gods, believing ſtrange Puniſhments, to 
be the Effects of divine Wrath. 

And that we may in ſome Meaſure know 
what are the Strokes of God's Wrath, let us 
ſearch into the Catalogue of his Judgments, 
and amongſt them we ſhall find dreadful De- 


nunciations of Thunders, Lightnings, Peſti- 


lence, Famine, Wars, &c. and as a ſealing 
up of the Whole, great and terrible Earth- 
quakes. And to us of late the very Laws of 
Heaven, ſeem to have changed, our Summers 
are turned inte Winters, the Seaſons of the 
Year have inverted their Order, and reſembled 
them that have perverted their Lives. The 


Sun, even in the Pride of his aſcending, hath 


covered his Face with black mourning Clouds, 
as loath to look upon unmourning Sinners: 


Vea, the Tears of Heaven, unſeaſonably in 
regard of the Year, but ſeaſonably in reſ- 


pect of our Sins, have fallen down, to waſh 


away 
\ 


\ 


— — 


—_ 


(3) : 

away the Filthineſs with which we are defiled. 
The Fall of the Leaf hath been in Summer, 
and a Spring in the Fall of the Leaf. Even 
the remoter Parts of the Globe have under- 

one an uncommon Change in its Seaſons, viz. 
Greenland, where they have been vilited by 
the moſt dreadful Lightning and Thunder, 
that awful Voice, to which they were till then 
utter Strangers, the Heats ſo exceſſive, that 
the Snow in the Valleys, where it had been 
accumulating for many Years, was diſſolved, 
which was never remembered to have been 
before. And as Men grow every Day worſe 
and worſe, ſo our Wickedneſſes mount up to 
Heaven, and, if not mercifully averted, will 


like the Vials of God's Wrath in the Revela- 
tions, which the Angels poured out upon the 
Sea and Land, upon Man and Beaſt, and all 
Creatures. 

Of late Years God has viſited us with various 
Judgments, as a long and bloody War, a Re- 
bellion fomented and carried on in our very 
Bowels ; although that is ſcarce got over, we 


are now upon the Eve of another War, which, 


when once begun, no Man can tell where it 
may end. We have had, and ſtil] have, an 
epidemical Diſeaſe amonſt our Cattle, which 
has continued longer than was ever known 


to former Ages; and a few Years ago, God 


ſent us two Shocks of an Earthquake, when 
Paleneſs ſeized every Countenance, while his 
Arm was lifted up againſt us; but how ſoon 


N did 


fall back upon our Heads in fiery Indignation, 


f 


(4) 

did the Fear thereof vaniſh, when the Rod 
ſeemed to be graciouſly withdrawn. So many 
mild Corrections having no ways affected us, 


nor have we taken Warning, our utter De- 


ſtruction ſeems to be threatned, if not drawing 


near, for God's Judgments are now abroad, 


and he is viſiting tte Earth with freſh Puniſh- 
ments, and by a dreadful Earthquake has over- 
turned the capital City of Portugal, and many 
other adjacent Places, in whoſe Ruins lie bu- 
ried many of its Inhabitants, and with 


them their Families and Fortunes, by means 


whereof a Stagnation in Trade will enſue, and 
the Ruin of many private Families follow, 
with whom they had any Affinity by the Ties 
of Relation, Friendſhip, or Commerce; al- 
though the worſt of this Calamity we cannot 
as yet be ſenſible of; nay, by this total Over- 
throw, the Trade may be turned into a quite 
different Channel, and become loſt to this Na- 
tion. Let us not imagine (although this dire- 
ful Calamity was ſcarcely perceiveable here) 
that God loved us more than them, ot that 
they were greater Sinners then ourſelves; for, 
except we repent we ſhall all likewiſe periſh, 
For, 

St. Paul ſaith, That for Sin comes the Wrath 
of God upon the Children of Diſobedience, As 
we ſee the Wrath of God cometh for Sins, 
let us have an Eye unto our own, and their 
Greatneſs will ſhew them to be ſuch, which 
may juſtly draw down the Vengeance of 
Heaven, To reckon up all our Sins, the 


Number 


(2 


Number of them has made it almoſt impoſſi- 
ble: I ſhall only mention ſome of the moſt 
glaring, and ſuch as meet you every where. 
The firſt is blaſphemous Swearing, wherein 
there is a Pride taken in offending God; for 
any other Benefit it has, I think no Man can 
— th Yet if thoſe who accuſtom themſelves 
to this heinous Sin would but conſider, th 
would find all the Reaſon in the World to for- 
ſake it; for, if there be no God, why do I 
ſwear by him ? If there be a God, how dare I 
to offend him? If thou ſwear by nothing, thou 
art a Fool in thy Swearing ; and if thou call 
for thine own Damnation, thou art a greater. 
God himſelf declares, The faking his Name in 
vain he will not hold guiltleſs: And by the 
Prophet Zecbariab, that there is a Curſe flying 
out againſt Swearers ; and by Hoſza, that the 
Wrath of God iflues out againſt a Land for 
ſwearing. 

Drunkenneſs, the Handmaid of Swearing, 
comes next under Conſideration, which is ſo 
| flagrant in both Sexes, and in Perſons of all 
Ranks, from the loweſt to the higheſt ; yet 
the higher it is, the more hurtful, as the greater 
the Light is, the greater is the Darkneſs by 
the Loſs of that Light; ſo that this Sin does 
double Miſchief; for, by putting out their 
Light, there is both the Light of Direct on, 
and the Light of Example loſt ; and thus the 
Man becomes worſe than the Beaſt, for the 
are generally ſober, and Man looſes the Uſe 
of his Soul, whilſt the Beaſt preſerves that of 


his 


(6) 
his Inſtin&, leaſt, as I fear, we think that this 
Sin of Drunkenneſs, by the Frequency of its 
Practice, is ſo trivial as to be ſeparated from 
the Puniſhments denounced againſt it : I will 
therefore recite the Prophecies, which above 
all Doubt and Exception fix the Puniſhment 
to the Commiſſion of the Crime, viz. Woe unto 
him that giveth his Neighbour Drink, that 
putteft thy Bottle to him, and makeſt him drun- 
ken alſo : The Cup of the Lord's right Hand 
fhall be turned unto thee, and ſhameful Spewing 
ſhall be for thy Glory. And again, Woe unto 
them that are mighty to drink Wine, and Men 
of Strength to mingle firong Drink. They caſt 
ſo much Moiſture on the Lamp of their Un- 
derſtanding, that the Light thereof is put out, 
and the Feathers of a divine and celeſtial Will 
are unable to mount; and ſo the Soul in 


her Faculties is ſlain, and there remains no- 


thing but the Huſks and Shell of Men: And 
ought it not to bea moſt fearful Crime to Man, 
that where his chiefeſt Excellence and Ho- 
nour is, viz. The Image of God — This Vice 
entirely defaces this Image, and eraſes it out 
of the Soul, and ſo leaves him as baſe and diſ- 
honorable as the Brute Creature whom he 
deſpiſeth: So that this Exceſs is Murder, for 
it kills that which is indeed the Man, his, Reaſon 
and Underſtanding; and as it is thus contrary 
to the Creation, by defacing that Image of 
God, which the Creator planted in us: So is 
it alſo to Regeneration, and the Recovery of 


that decayed Image, it being a Murder of the 
ſecond 


— 
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ſecond Adam in us as well as of the firſt, even 
a Murder of Life eternal. | 
Ingratitude to God is the next Link of the 
Chain in which our Souls are held in Capti- 
vity, which is as fearful and dangerous as the 
former ; and before this Sin can he cured, 
the manifold Abuſes of God's Bleſſings muſt 
be removed : For how can Man be thankful 
to God for his Benefits, until they leave off 
offending God by them? Can they (though it 
it were but in Words) give God any Praiſe 
for his Bleſſings, when in their Deeds they 
diſhonour him? Can it be expected that the 
Drunkard, Glutton, or Voluptuary ſhould be 
thankful to God (I fay not for the Light of the 
Goſpel, which Owls cannot ſee) but tor Meat, 
Drink or Apparel, when they all abuſe theſe 
Bleflings into Luxury, Pride and Vanity ? 
Surely, if they ſhould give God Thanks for 
them, it muſt be in theſe Words ; I thank 
thee for giving me theſe Bleſſings, which I 
have converted into Fuel for thy eternal Wrath. 
I would willingly paſs by the next Sin, 
which is carnal and unnatural Filthineſs ; but 
the Wrath of God doth not ſuffer it to eſcape : 
In reſpect to the Filth of it, one ſcarce knows 
how to mention it, and in regard to the Pu- 
niſhment due to it, I muſt not be filent ; per- 
haps from ſeeing the Deformity of this Mon- 
ſter, Men may be brought not only to avoid it, 
but to deſtroy it! O, the Drunkenneſs of Luſt, 


which, like the Drunkenneſs of Lot, takes 
* " "I away 
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68) 
away all Senſe of this unnatural Filthineſs in 
the Action, when yet to a ſober Mind, the 
Abomination is painful even in the mentioning. 
It is like a fed Horſe, ſo wild by Nature, breaks 
over Hedge and Ditch, and will not be bound- 
ed, but by Diſeaſes, Death and Hell: Thus 
forſaking God's Commands, and running into 
Sodom, is turning from God and aſſociating 
themſelves to the Devil, whoſe Office is to 
kindle the Fire of Luſt here, and the Fire of 
Hell hereafter; for which Cauſe, They are 
given up to Uncleanneſs through the Luft of their 
own Hearts, to diſhonour their own Bodies be- 
tween themſelves, leaving the natural Uſe of 
Woman, burn in their Luſt one toward another; 
Men with Men working that which is unſeemly : 
Therefore art thou inexcuſable, O Man, who- 
ſoever thou art, that thus followeſt thy Luſts, 
for therein freaſureſt thou up unto thyſelf Wrath 
againſt the Day of Wrath, and Revelation of 
the righteous Judgment of God, who will render 
to every Man according to his Deeds. As this Sin 
was the Deſtruction of Sodom, fo let us remem- 
ber that the Uncleanneſs of Whoremongers 
and Adulterers was a Sin that caſt out the Amo- 
rites, and brought Vengeance on the raelites: 


How may we expect to eſcape the Puniſhment 


of theſe Sins? when God expreſly declares, 
Whoremongers and Adulterers he will judge : 
And that for theſe Things be will vifit, and that 
be will be avenged for the Commiſſion of ſuch 
Crimes: Who hath given us a Patent of Pri- 
vilege from God's general Law, but he only 


who 


/ 


(9) 


Who is a Liar from the Beginning, and ſeduced 
our firſt Parents, by telling them they ſhould 


not die, when, by cating the forbidden Fruit, 
he knew it would bring Death on all; fo doth 
he deal with us fill : He ſhews us the Fair- 


neſs of Sin, but hides the Miſery that attends 
it; affirms the Pleaſure, denies the Torment; 
ſheweth the Bait, but hides the Hook. But let 
every Soul, who would not be caught in the 
Snares of the Devil, act in Contrariety to him, 
as he hides the Puniſhment, and holds out the 
Pleafure ; ſo let him that would be ſafe, fix 
his Eye on the Puniſhment, and turn away 
from the Pleaſure. ' It is a deplorable Ex- 
change, an Eternity of Miſery for a ſhort- 
lived Pleaſure : For what avails thee hav- 
ing had Pleaſure, when now thou art in 
Pain, thy Pleaſure will ceaſe, but thy Pain 


will endure for ever: Therefore, fight againſt 


the Fire of Luſt in this World, where thou 
may'ſt fight and overcome; and ſo ſhalt eſ- 
cape that Fire hereafter, which will other- 
wile overcome thee for ever: But if notwith- 
ſtanding thou wilt have the Devil for thy In- 
ſtructor and Leader, be aſſured that he who 
is now thy Guide, will hereafter be thy cruel 
Scourge and Tormentor. 

An Incitement to the Commiſſion of the fore- 
mentioned Sin proceeds from the Indecency cf 
Dreſs, or rather of Nakegne/s ; for, by the pre- 
Tent Faſhion, it appears as if even thoſe of the 
firſt Degree, though bleſſed with a plentiful 
Fortune, were deſtitute of Rayment ; who, by 
+ C their 
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their Naledneſi, are brought to'a Level with 
the wretched Inhabitants of Bedlam. 
x recable to this Taſte, the Women diſ- 


play their Breaſts, declaring their Readineſs to 


| give Nouriſhment to the Babe Luſt, which 


they foſter for- his Father the Devil. Theſe 
Signs of Fleſh are expoſed to View, that when 
'Luſt paſſes by he may walk in and be enter- 
tained ; for what other Deſign can they have 
tn thus expoſing their Necks to every Be- 
holder. An ancient Father gives better Coun- 
ſel : Clem. Alex. ped. lib. 2. cap. 2. Nullo modo 
permittendum «ft Mulieribus ut nudam aliquam 
partem Corporis offerant Viris, ne ambo prola- 
bantur ; bi quidem, ut qui ad videndum invi- 


tentur, illæ vero que in ſe virorum intuitum at- 
\ frahant, © It is by no means to be permitted 


e unto Women to ſhew unto Min any naked 


„ Part of their Body, leſt both offend : The 


„ Men in being provoked to behold their Na- 
« kedneſs, and the Women in tempting Men 


ce to behold it.” A good Woman 1s a private 


Good, reſerved from All, except preſerved for 
One; and cven her Face, which Uſe and Na- 
ture allow to be ſeen, ſhould be modeſtly 
ſhewn. The reſt of the Body ſhould be like 
Chriſt's Spouſe, the Pattern of Purity, even 4 
Garden ſhut up and walled about. Cant. 4. 12. 
As much as the Fair Sex expoſes to View, in 
ſomuch are they common: If ſingle, they have 


loſt ſo much of their virginal Reſervedneſs ; 


and, if married, their Huſbands particular In- 
tereſt, - It is therefore to be hoped they will 
| ; | leave 


| (1) 5 
leave off this fooliſh Nakedneſs, which only 
cauſes Shame, and is the Beggar's Diſgrace: 
How much more to be abhorred is this affected 
Want, than that which the Vagrants endure 
through Neceſſity. Let them take Heed leaſt 
God ſend them or theirs, a true Nakedneſs in- 
ſtead of a falſe one, as he did heretofore to the 
Women of I/rae!, which were as fine as moſt 
of the wanton ones of this Age. Becauſe the 
Daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with 
firetched forth Necks, and wanton Eyes, walks 
ing and tripping as they go. Therefore the Lord 
will, ſmite with a Scab the Crown of the Head 


f the Daughters of Zion, and the Lord will 


diſcover their Nakeaneſs ; or, as it is in the 
Margin, Make them naked. Iſai. iii. i7, 18. 
There is another Sin that calleth for Ven- 
eance, and that is a general Decay and Neg- 
ſea for Religion, and a total Falling away to 
all manner of Prophaneneſs, by a Contempt of 


the Sabbath, a Day which we are ſtrictly 


commanded to keep holy, to ſanctify, and reſt 
from all our Labours : This ceaſing from ſer- 
vile Work, is to further our Sanctification, 
which cannot be performed without it ; and if 
Reſt ſhould hinder our Sanctification, it ought 
to be taken away and omitted. Indeed our Sa- 
viour Chriſt acknowledges, The Sabbath was 
made for Man, not Man for the Sabbath. A 
Portion of Scripture entirely perverted and miſ- 
underſtood in this apoſtate Age, the true 


Meaning whereof is, Man was not made for 


Reſt (as the Word Sabbath fignifies) but for 
C 2 Sanctifi - 
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Sanctification.— Sanctification was his End, and 
Man was made and created for that End -Reſt 
is but a ſubordinate End, and Man was not 
made for it, but rather Reſt was made for 
Man. —Reſt then is but the Means to attain 
to Sanctification, which is Man's End, and that 
for which he was made. For, as the Apoſtle 
faith of bodily Exerciſe, it profiteth little : So 
it may be ſail of bodily Reſt, that it profiteth 
little, or indeed nothing at all, except it be 
appl.ed to the San ctification, for which the 
Sabbath was ordained ; nor doth God ap- 
rove of it, without this. 

The ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of the Lord 

thy God, by which is intimated to us, that the 


ſeventh Day is God's own proper Day, which 


we have no Right to employ as we pleale ; 
when we do, are guilty of down-right Theft 
and S:crilege, in robbing God of this Portion 
of Time which he hath reſerved to himſelf: 
Therefore let us render unto God that which 
is God's, and not encroach on that Day, which 


he hath abſolutely claimed as his own. In it 


thou ſhalt do no manner of Work, thou, nor thy 
Son, nor thy Daughter, nor thy Man-ſervant, 
nor thy Maid-ſervant, nor thy Cattle, nor the 
Stranger that is within thy Gates ; which Pro- 
hibition is very extenſive. 


., As to the Maſter of the Family, who is 


or ſhould be an Honour of his Houſe ; As 
knowing to whom much is given, of bim much 


hall be required. He ought to reſolve with 


Jejhua, I and my Houſe will ſerve the Lord, 
Y | an 


IF 
up" 
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and to be ſo far from giving Occaſion by his 
Example or ſuffering others to violate that 
Day; that he together with them muſt ſee it 
ſanctified. Allo, 

2dly, As St. Auguſtine well obſerves on 
Deut. 20. 5, That if a Man that hath built 
a Houſe be careful to conſecrate it, being but 
the Fruit of his Hands, then much more lieth 
the Care upon Parents of conſecrating the Fruit 
of their Loins. We ſee this careful Affection 
in Abraham, that he would command his Sons 
to keep the Way of the Lord. 

3dly, God's Mercy, Care, and Providence, ex- 
tend likewiſe to the Beaſts. Thou Lord (ſaith 
the Pſalmiſt) hall ſave both Man and Beaſt ; 
how excellent is thy Mercy, O God? They ex- 
tend to the Bodies and Lives of them, for a 
righteous Man regardeth the Life of his Beaſt, 
ſaith Solomon. God here commands Reſt to them. 
And as a further End, by beholding the Beaſts 
at Reſt, we might be the more excited to ſanc- 
tify a Reſt ourſelves. | 
_ Laſtly, the Stranger within thy Gates. Now 
the Gates of a Houſe or of a City, in Scrip- 
ture ſignifies a Juriſdiction or Protection. So 
that if a Stranger come to remain within our 
Gates, or under our Roof, he is to be under our 
Government as well as he enjoys our Protec- 
tion; and therefore is to be under our Care 
in point of religious Duties. As the Father is 
to.thE Family, ſo is the Magiſtrate to the City ; 


as the one ſhould command thoſe of his Houſe- 


hold, ſo the other is to regard them that are 
| ' within 


(34) 
within his Juriſdiction, that they neglect not 
their Duties in this Point. Nehemiab teſtified 
againſt the People for breaking the Sabbath. 
God makes the Magiſtrate an Overſeer, to take 
care that thoſe committed to his Charge are not 
guilty of the Breach of the firſt or ſecond Table: 
He is to call all thoſe to account that are under 
him for profaning the Sabbath. 
Nehemiah commanded his Servants and the 
Levites, that no Burdens ſhould be brought 
into the City on the Sabbath Day; and a ſtrict 
Charge is given to the Kings and Princes of 
Judali concerning the Obſervance of the Day 
with a ſevere Threatning if they ſuffered 
it to be prophaned, Jere. 17, 18, 19, 
2d; ro. | e | 
The Reaſons for the Obſervation of this 
Commandment are immutable. Becauſe 1 have 
reſted after ſix Days (faith God) therefore 
ſhalt thou reſt in Honour of me. The Creator | 
1s to be imitated by the Creature, and we are, . 
| 1ſt, to contemplate the Works of the Creation 4 
| | on this Day, that ſo the Memory of it may be * 


_. ” continued to keep us from Paganiſm ; for i 
is the Duty of the memorial of the Creation had 


been duly and ſucceſſively kept from the be- 
; ginning, and ſo continued, that great Doubt 
| which troubled all the Philoſophers ſo much l 
| | | (whether theWorld had a Beginning) had been 3 
|| taken away. And therefore this Day being one 
118 eſpecial means to keep Men from Atheiſm 
[| was therefore ſanctified by God, to be a Day 
x of Reſt. I his was one Reaſon why the not 
I 7 keeping 


. CI 
keeping this Law was ſo ſeverely puniſhed un- 
der the Moſaic Diſpenſation, as appears by the 
Man that gathered Sticks upon the Sabbath 
Day, and was therefore put to Death; which 
was not only becauſe the Law of the Sabbath, 
was then newly made (for the ceremonial and 
typical Part which conſiſted in Reſt) and there- 
fore required the ſeverer Puniſhinent, but allo 
becauſe the not obſerving of that Day, was in 
effect a Denial that God created the World. 
A2dly, Becauſe the Lord bleſſed the Seventh | 
Day, He did not only reſt on that Day, but 
he conſecrated it alſo. The Force of which 
God ſaith is, becauſe I have bleſſed and hallowed 
it, ſeeing I have appointed it, fee you do nat 
reſiſt me, but ſubmit yourſelves to my Ordi- 
nance. He that keepeth it not, and reſſteth 
God's Ordinance, reſiſtetb God himſe If ; and they 
that do ſo, receive to themſelves Damnation. 
Therefore that which God hath hallowed. we 
mult not pollute. 

J might proceed to.enumerate various ls 
notorious Sins, with which we abound, the 
Extent whereof has no Limits. But it is ſuffi- 
.cient for my preſent purpoſe to have ſhewn 
ſuch as deſerve our Miſeries: Nay, they are 
heinous enough to bring the Vengeance of 
Heaven upon Earth, or to carry down. the 
Dwellers on Earth alive into Hell. We may 
rather wonder at the mercy of God in ſparing, 
than at his Juſtice in puniſhing :- How it is that 
he puniſneth no more, rather, than that he pu- 
* ſo much: Therefore let us fear 2 * 
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Curſe will come upon us, becauſe we have ſin- 
ned againſt God. 
The very mentioning the Curſes of God, 
ſhould cauſe the ſtouteſt to tremble, would he 
but duly conſider it as recited in the 26thof Le- 
viticus and 28th of Deuteronomy; if we cannot 
deteſt Sin by looking it in the Face, and ſeein 
the Deformity, yet let us abhor it by feelin 
the miſerable Effects and Conſequences thereof, 
viz, All the Torments of a diſtracted Soul, the 
Rack of Conſcience, the Terrors of Hell in the 
Mind: All the Diſeaſes of the Body, Fevers, 
Peſtilences, and Rottenneſs of the Bones: All 
the fearful Storms that light on the Things of 
this Life, Lightning and Tempeſts, Cold and 
Fire, Wieck of Eſtates by Sea or Land: As we 
loath and deteſt to endure fuch Evils ; let us 
remember that the Evils are much greater for 
which they are ſuffered : For God doth not go 


beyond Juſtice in the Puniſhment of Mankind, 


but is yet far ſhort of it: For after all theſe 
Evils attending Sin here on Earth, The Lord 
ſhall come in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance 
on them that know not God, and obey not the 


| Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be 


puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction. For as 
the Word of God is a quickening Spirit, where 
it doth not enliven it kills; for it is either a 


quickening Word or a killing Letter. As that 


which is not purified in the Fire by Melting 
conſumes by Burning; ſo the Word of God, 
whom it doth not cleanſe by Repentance, it 
cauſes to fret and conſume unto Ruin and Ne- 


ſtruction. That 
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That theſe divine Threatnings may have a 
due Influence upon us, let us conſider, that 
through Sin almoſt an indelible Character of 
Darkneſs and Senſuality being ſtamped on the 
Soul. how the Soul can be enlivened, but by 
the firſt Enlightener ; and how ſhall ſhe of ſen- 
ſual be made ſpiritual, but by a new begetting 
of the Father of Spirits: What Remedy re- 
mains, but that now (as at the firſt Creation 
when the Chaos was void and without Form) 
there is need of another Almighty Fiat, even 
a Voice from Heaven, Awake thou that fleepeſt, 
and ariſe from the Dead. But, alas ! here is 
the Difficulty ; the Spirit can make him, but it 
is almoſt impoſſible to lead the hardened Sin- 
ner, (who is dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin), to the 
Thought of the Spirit, much leſs to the Spi- 
rit himſelf. As it is God alone that can create 
a new Heart, and a new Spirit within us, let 
us therefore by Penitence draw near unto him, 
who is our ſpiritual Rock, and fo fetch Help 
from his Almighty Aid. 

As Repentance is the Means which recon- 
cileth us to the ſtrong and all-ſufficient Helper, 
let us give all Diligence to make this Repen- 
tance ſure unto us by making it our own, 1. e. 
by practiſing it ourfelves ; for then Repen- 
tance can only heal us, when applied to our 
own Souls: As it ſhould be a ſure Repentance, 
fo ſhould it be a full one, i. e. entice and per- 
fect: For the obtaining which, let us take a 
View of the ſeveral Parts, Acceſſions, and ne- 


ceſſary Improvements thereof; yea, let us ſee 
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the Crown and Conſummation of it; and not 
only ſee, butdo it, ſo that we may be bleſſed 
in the Deed ; in order to which, conſider, 

Firſt, Terror is accompanied with Mercy, 
and to whom Vengeance is due for their Sins, 
there is yet allowed Confeſſion of Sins on Re- 
pentance : For God doth not preſently kill, but 
firſt ſpeaks in his Wrath, keeping back awhile 
the full Stroke of Puniſhment ; troubling in his 
Diſpleaſure. Even unto Pharoab, a meer 
Stranger to God, that aſked who was God? 
God {till retained this Order of his Diſci- 
pline ; and, by leſſer Plagues, gave him ma- 
ny Warnings to leave his Sin of retaining 
Jrael: Nor did the greater Plagues, or 
his final Overthrow come upon him, till 


all the Degrees of former Plagues were ſpent 


upon him in vain. God himſelf declares this 
to be the Method of his Chaſtiſements, when 
he tells the Iſraelites, That, having puniſhed 
them ſore for their Sins, if they would not 
hearken and be reformed thereby, he would pu- 
niſh them ſeven times more: From whence it 
app:ars, that the Fruit expected of his former 
Puniſhments, was a Reformation of thoſe Sins 
for which they were puniſhed, Elibu, the 
Meſſenger of God unto Fob, tells him and us, 
what is meet to be ſaid to God in Affliction : I 
is meet {faith he) to ſay thus unto God, I have 
borne Chaſtiſement, I will not offend any more, 
The Apoſtle declares the Uſe of God's Chaſ- 
tiſements : We are cbaſtiſed, ſaith he, that we 
might profit thereby; and the Profit he deſcribes 
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to be this, That we might be Partakers of God's 
Holineſs. As this is the Leſſon taught by God, 
ſo have the godly practiſed it; and, by his 
Chaſtiſements, they have turned from their 
Sins for which they were corrected. Before [ 
was chaſtiſed (ſaith David) 1 went aſtray, but 
now do I keep thy Law. The very Rehearſal 
of Judgments upon Sin, worked in J a 
public Reformation: And Solomon's Wiſdom, 
which is a kind of Paraphraſe of Ser pture, 
hath this Obſervation : Thou chaſineſt them by 
little and little that offend, and warneſt them by 


putting them in Remembrance wherein they have 


offended ; that, leaving their Wickedneſs, they 
may believe in thee, O Lord, The very Hy- 
pocrites and Heathens believed, that Conver- 
ſion from Sin was God's End in his Poniſh- 
ments for Sin : Therefore, the falſe-hearted 
Vraelites being oppreſſed by the Phiſiſtines and 
Children of Ammon, ran unto the Lord; ſay- 
ing, We have ſinned againſt thee, both becauſe 
we have forſaken our God, and alſo ſerved Ba- 
alim ; and they put away their firange Gods, 
and ſerved the Lord, The Ninivites, though 
God's Judgments were peremptorily pro- 
nounced againſt them, yet they ſo far take 


Notice of this Purpoſe of God, that by Puniſh- 


ments threatened or impoſed, God aimeth 
more at the Deſtruction of Sins than of Sin- 
ners; that, notwithſtanding Jonab's [peremp- 
tory Affirmation, they would ftill retain a 
hopeful Dubitation. Accordingly, the King's 
Proclamation runs, Let them turn every one 
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From his evil Way, and from the Violence that 
is in their Hands; who can tell if God will 
turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce 
Anger, that we periſh not? God doth not 
meerly afflict, as Elibu teacheth ; but by 
Affliction doth inſtruct us; his Rods give us 
Knowledge, and open the Ears that were 
ſealed. The Chaſtiſements of God, are like 
Sampſon's Lion, though at firſt they come ter- 
ribly upon us, and with a Shew of devouring, 
yet after they yield us the Honey of Inſtruc- 
tion and Reformation. As we ſee the Deſign 
of God's Chaſtiſements, and how they have 
been conſtrued by holy Men of old (nay even 
the Heathens) fo ſhould we conſider, receive, 
and apply them. Let us then hear God's Voice 
in his Puniſhments ; let us underſtand and obey 
them, and let his Correction bring forth Con- 
verſion. 

 2dly, Conſider, That when Man by Re- 
pentauce turneth from Sin unto God, the 
Wrath of God, and the Puniſhments attending 
it, are turned from Man. When God threat- 


ned to pour the full Vials of his Fury on the 


Iſraelites, even when they pined away in their 
Iniquities, yet he promiſeth, that, upon the 
Confeſſion of their Sins, Humiliation, and juſ- 
tifying of God in his Puniſhments for Sin, he 
would then remember his: Covenant with 
their Fathers. By Ezekiel, God telleth us, 
Repent, and turn yourſelves from all your Tranſ- 


greſſions, ſo Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin. He 


gives us there particular Caſes of this Doctrine, 
Ezek, 


12 
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Ezek. 18. 14, 18, 21. In Yeremiah there is 
a paſſionate Conference between God and E- 
braim®* which is a lively Repreſeniation of 
God's Diſpenſation to Man, expreſſed in theſe 
Conſiderations; /, Ephraim acknowledgeth 
to God, that his Chaſtiſe ments were upon him. 
Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, O Lord, and I was chaſ- 
tiſed. 24dly, That his Sins were the Cauſe of 
his!Chaſtiſements : He confeſſeth, That he was 
like a Bullock, unaccuſtomed to the Yoke, . zah, 
He ſhews the Operations of God's Chaſtiſe- 
ments in him: It ſtirred him up to call on God 
for the Grace of Repentance : Turn thou me 
and I ſhall be turned: And qthly, The Ten- 
derneſs of God's Mercy to Ephraim, being pe- 
nitent in moſt affectionate Words: Ephraim, 
my dear Son, and a pleaſans Child, fince I ſpake 
to him, 1 do earneſtly ſtill remember bim: There- 
fore my Bowels are troubled for him, I will 
ſurely have Mercy on him. This one Precedent, 
if there were no more, is a ſufficient Platform of 
the Cure of our Miſeries, either to the Teacher 
or the Practiſer. The Wrath and Puniſh- 
ments, which Sin hath twiſted together, Peni- 
tence untwineth and diſſolveth. Infinite it 
were to accumulate God's Promiſes of Mercy 
to Repentance, or Examples of ſuch Promiſes 
performed. Backſliding 1ſrael under the 
Judges, frequently fell back to their Sins, yet 
often returning from them, were delivered 
from their Miſeries. Even Abab, by the Out- 
ſide of Repentance, which he wore on his 
Body, in his Garment of Sackcloth, * 
Oktly, 
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ſoftly, deferred the Rooting out his Family for 
the Term of his Life, When Manaſſeb had 
laden himſelf and Judah with the grievous 
Sins of Blood and Idolatry, yet Manaſſeb by 
Repentance is unladen himſelf: and to Judab 
it is offered by Feremiab, That yet they ſhould 
hearken and repent that God might repent of 
the Evil, which for their Evil-doings be pur- 
poſed to do unto them. Accordingly in Jofiab's 
Time, which was a Time of Reformation, God 
ſpared Judab, tho burdened with theſe Sins, 
for one and thirty Years. Such a Bleſſing to a 
People is a godly Prince, ſtriving for a true Re- 


formation, tho' attaining but to a ſeeming one. 


Thus we ſee that Repentance for Sin preſerveth 
a. Kingdom, tho' tainted with Crimfon and 
crying Sins; even to Niniveb a City of the 
Heathens, and Strangers to the Common- 
wealth of 1/rael. 

From the above Truths extracted out of the 
infallible Word of God, let us alſo take the 
true Pattern of a healing Repentance; there we 
ſhall find the*true Methods of Repentance, by 
which God hath been pleaſed, and our Miſe- 
ries removed, and let us firmly believe thatthe 
ſame Preſcription is left for a perpetual Remedy 
And is now as efficatious to cure as ever ; for 
the Word of God and the Mercy of God en- 
dures for ever: For one entire Place there is 


ſcaice a fuller to be found than that in Foel. 2, 
12, &. Turn unto me, ſaith the Lord, with 


all your Heart, with Faſting, with Weeping, 
and with Mourning. And rent your Hearts, 


and 


— 


( 23) 

and not your Garments, and turn unto the Lord 
your God, for be is gracious and merciful, flow 

to Anger, and of great Kindneſs and repenteth 
him of the Evil. And the Manner of the Faſt 
he deſcribeth. Blow the Trumpet in Zion, ſanc- 
tify a Faſt: Call a ſolemn Aſſembly : Gather 
the People: Sanctiſy the Congregation : Aſſemble 
the Elders : Gather the Children, and thoſe that 


fuck the Breafts : Let the Bridegroom go forth, 


out of his Chamber, and the Bride out of her Cloſet. 
let the Prieſts the Miniſters of the Lord, weep be- 
teen the Porch and the Altar, and let them ſay ; 
ſpare thy People, O Lord, and give not thine 
Heritage to Reproach, that the Heathen ſhould 
rule over them; wherefore ſhould they ſay among 
tbe People, Where 1s their God? Then will the 
Lord be jealous for the Land, and pity bit 
People. This is the Repentance which God 
tellethus is acceptable. Let us therefore conſider 
and do it, and be confident of our Acceptance. 
And if we will follow this Direction, and 
take a View of the main Parts of Repentance, w 2 
ſhall diſcover that the firſt neceſſary Step to bc 
taken is a Confeſſion of our Iniquities ; confeſ- 
ſing we muſt loath and abhor them ; and loath- 
ingand abhorring them, we muſtturntothecon- 
trary Righteouſneſs : And to this we muſt join 
vehement Invocation. In confeſſing our Sins, 
we accuſe our Sins juſtly as the Cauſe of our 
Puniſhments, and we glorify God, clearing him 
and his Juſtice in puniſhing. This is what God 
calleth the accepting of his Puniſhment, which 
is one Condition of removing it; for we can- 
not 


28 (24 ) 
not but approve and accept that Puniſhment, 
which we confeſs, hath been juſtly deſerved. 
Accordingly Daniel begins with Confeſſion, 
and therein gives the Shame to Man, and Glory 
to God. Confeſſion by Solomon is made the 
firſt Step to God's Favour ; and St. Jobn faith, 
Tf we Acknowledge our Sins, God is faithful 
and juſt to forgive us our Sins. Therefore 
Jet us lay before our Heavenly Phyſician 
all our Diſeaſes; for except we acknowledge 
our Sickneſs, the Phyſician that came only to 
Heal the Sick, will not heal us; and while 
we enjoy only imaginary Health, there can be 
no Converſion, and without Converfion there 
will be no Cure, How can any turn from 
thoſe Deeds which they acknowledge not to 
be Sins? And how can that be amended, which 
1s not known to be a Fault ? | 

To this Confeſſion ſhould be joined a De- 
teſtation of Sins confeſſed. That our Sins may 
appear loathſome, we need no more than to 
compare them with God's Law; and the 
Purity of the one, will clearly ſhew the Pollu- 
tion of the other: But if we cannot diſcern the 
Deformity of our Sins, let us view them in 
the Characters that the Servants of God, have 
drawn them. God expreſſeth the Loathſomneſs 
of Sinners in the Prophet Ezekiel, by the mife- 
rable Eflate of a Child in his Birth. Eze. 16. 
Again, 1/a. 1.6. A ſinful Land is compared 
to the Body of a Man from the Head to the 
Foot turned into one Scab or Sore. Again, Jia. 
64. 6. It the Righteouſneſs of finful Man be 
+} | compared 
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compared to 4 Clotb of extreameſ Polluti ons, 
what Compariſon can be vile enough for his 
Sinfulneſs? Let us then view ourſelves with 
the ſame View as God looks on us, and then 
we ſhall ſee ourſelves with the ſame Abhor- 
rence as he does. A ſpiritual Eye-Sight, 
quickened by the Eye-Salve of the Spirit, would 
make both us and Laodicea clearly to diſcern our 
Blindneſs, Nakedneſs, and Miſery. If a Drun- 
. kard with ſober Eyes could fee himſelf drunk, 
he would appear to himſelf as a moſt deteſtable 

and beaſtly Apparition. If a Swearer, with a 
temperate Soul, and an awful Senſe of his 
Creator, could hear himſelf Swearing, Cur- 
fing, and tearing his Maker and Redeemer ; 
would he not think it was a Madman he heard, 
one infinitely more diſtracted than he that 

curſeth his Father, or draggeth his Mother by 
the Hair of her Head. Surely, the greater che 
Father, the greater the Madneſs of the Son, 
that diſhonours and deſpiſeth Him. If the 
Grinder of the Poor, with an impartial Eye 

(ſuch is the Spiritual) could behold his de- 

vouring of the Poor by fretting Oppreſion, and 
ſee how his Heart pants for the Day that ap- 
proacheth, how the Childrens Faces are made 
moiſt with Tears, and dryed up again by the 

blaſting Breath of the Extortioner, which firſtnip- 
ped the Heart of the Father, he would appear 
to himſelf worſe than a Cannibal; for the Can- 
nibals kill Men commonly before they Eat them, 
but thele Eat Men alive; they begin firſt with the 
Heart, and after that is deſtroyed, they conſume 
the whole Body, Let us therefore look on 
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our fleſhly Corruptions with ſpiritual Diſcern- 
ment, and we ſhall diſcover their Abomi- 
nations—As an Example of this Truth, take 
but a natural Man, with the ſmall Remains 
of God's Image. given in the Creation, and 


left by the Fall, and behold him in the Cham-' 
ber of Death, when the Fleſh is quieted and 


deadned by Weakneſs, when the Soul is in 
ſome Degree at liberty to uſe her own Light, 
and therewith to behold the Sins done in the 
Body; for then a Sin will zppear out of Mea- 
ſure ſinful, and in its own proper Defor- 
mity. At which laſt Period Man will trul 

weigh and conſider the Wrongs that he 4 
done, and will then find that he hath commit- 


ted many Evils, So that the remaining Mo- 


ments of his Time will be ſpent in wretched 
Deſpair. To avoid which, let us in the Time 
of (our Life which is called 70-day and by the 


Light of the Spirit, that Day- Star of our Life, 


behold the Deformity of our Sins, and fo by 
a preveniing Examination put away both them 


aud thei: Terror; and not defer this ſerious Bu- 


fineſs to the Night of Death, wherein no Man 
can Work ; But in our Life-time with Joſhua, 
Zech. 3, 3. 4. Put off the Rags of our Filth- 
neſs, and with the invited Gueſts put on the 
Wedding-Garment, that when the Bridegroom 


calls, we have no other Buſineſs, but to enter 


with him into his Eternal Joys. 

The Natural Conſequence ariſing from this 
Deteſtation of Sin, is an Indignation with our 
Sing and ourſelyes for finning. Which will 
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(27) | 
Work in us true Humility, and cauſe us to 
humble ourſelves befoce God, with pure and 
lowly Hearts, in Mourning, Faſting and Re- 
pentance ; but then let us not truſt in our Tears, 
nor our Works, as Satisfaction for Sin, that 
merits Forgiveneſs, but in the Mediation ofour 
only Advocate Feſus Cbriſt: For it is Chriſts 
Blood alone that ſatisfies God's Juſtice; and Hu- 
miliation and Penitence fit us for receiving of 
his Merits and Satisfaction. As Cbriſt died 
for Sin, ſo Chriſtians mult die to Sin; that 
being thus conformed by the Death of Chriſt, 
his Death may work in them the Death of 
Sin; for his juſtifying Death is imparted to 
them by a mortifying and ſanctifying Spirit, 
and by this Means their humble and penitent 
Hearts, are fitted for God's Abſolution ;and ſo the 
Death of Chriſt becomes the Ranſom of their 
Sins, when the Spiric of Chriſt in Penitence, bas 
purged away thePollution and theGuilt of them. 
To the Deteſtation of and Humiliation for Sin, 
muſt inſeparably be joined a Converſion to 
Righteouſneſs; in order to which let us take 
care firſt to forſake Sin ourſelyes and then en- 
deavour to prevail upon ot ers to do the ſame. 
Let every Man according to the: King of Ni- 


neveb's Proclamation, put away the Evil that is 


in his own Hands, and the Beam which is in 
his own Eye. Let everyMan fit in Judgment on 
'himſelf, and take a ſurvey of his Life, and exa- 
mine by what Sins he hath offended, and from 
thoſe very Sins let him turn with full Purpoſe 


of Heart, never to do them again. Let there 


be a ſolemn Hatred, a Diſſention; yea, an ut- 
E 2 ter 
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ter Separation betwen our Souls and our Sins: 
and let us caſt them out as Garments that 
carry in them the Infection of the Plague; even 
of all God's Plagues and Puniſhments. Nei- 
ther let us only ſearch out our Sins and forſake 
them, but let us ſtrive to attain unto a ſolid 
and powerful Goodneſs: For ſuch a Goodneſs is 
only able to keep out Sin, we having to do with 
power ful Temptations and a ſtrong Tempter. 
Thin and ſhadowy Holineſs, and a ſhew of 
Goodneſs, betrays us to all Offers of Sin ; let 


it ſuffice that we have already received ſo many 


- Hurts, by being armed with too ſlight an Ar- 
mour for a Chriſtian Soldier, even with a talk- 
Ing and not a walking Holineſs. But ſtrive by 
all Means to fortify the Spirit in us, by which 
we are fortified againſt the Spiric which is in 
the World; and let us not leave praying, faſt- 
ing, reading, meditating, till we diſcern the 
quickening Power of the Holy Spirit, whoſe 
Strength is the great Preſervative againſt Sin, 
and the main Eſtabliſhcr of our Feet in the 
Way of Peace and Holineſs. 

Neither muſt me move ourſelves only to 
confeſs, deteſt and forſake Sins; but we 
muſt endeavour to draw others alſo to the ſame 
Duties of Repentance ; and ſo let us ſtrive com- 
paſſionately to ſave each other from the Fire of 
God's Wrath. If you aſk where this ſhould 
begin ? I will tell you where it hath begun : 
When a general Deſtruction threatned Judab, 
Jeboſophat, the King of Judab feared, and 
ſet himſelſ to ſeek the Lord, and proclaimed 
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a FAST throughout all Judab. When Fofrab 
heard but the Threatnings of God againſt 
Sins, and knew that thoſe Sins were com- 
mitted, to which thoſe Threatnings belonged ; 
The King ſtood in his Place, and made a Cove- 
nant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, 
and to keep his Commandments, his Teſtimonies, 
and his Statutes, with all his Heart, and all 
his Soul, and cauſed all that were preſent. to 
and to it. When Jonab did but pronounce 
the Sentence of Deſtruction upon N:neveh, The 
King aroſe from his Throne, he laid his Robe 
from him, and covered him with Sackcloth, and 
fat in Aſhes; and it was proclaimed through 
Nineveh, by the King and the Nobles : Let 
neither Man nor Beaſt, Herd nor Finck, taſte 
any thing ; let them not feed, nor drink Water ; 
but let Man and Beaſt be covered with Sack- 
cloth, and cry mightily unto God ; yea, let them 
turn every one from his evil Way, and from the 
Violence that ts in their Hands. And as ſure 
as they repented, ſo ſure were they preſerved. 
Now St. Paul ſaith, That the Things which 
were written heretofore, were written jor our 
Tnſirufion. The greateſt Power worketh the 
greateſt Effects, and a Reformation is never ſo pu- 
blic, as when they that have Authority over the 
Public direct it. The MAOIST RATE, by good 
Laws, and a Cue Execution of thoſe Laws, and 
by good Example, is a moſt CATHoLIc Re- 
FORMER. The People took Notice of Davids 
faſting for the Murder of Abner, and it pleaſed 
them; for, whatſoever the King did, that 
| pleaſed 
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leaſed the People : And not only the ſuperior 
Magiſtrates are Cauſes of Reformation, but 
the inferior in being careful to ſuppreſs VICE 
by lawful Puniſhments, and to ſtrengthen VIR- 
TUE by leu al Encouragements : Yea, their 
Examples alſo may communicate either much 
Goodneſs, or much Infection. Next to the pub- 
lic Magiſtrate, the Miniſter of the Goſpel is 
a moſt public Perſon : Therefore it concerns 
him alſo to tell the People their Sins, and to 
call them from their Tranſgreſſions. Ezra, 


the High-prieft, prepared his Heart to ſeek the 


Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach 
in Iſrael Statutes and Judgments : Yea, he rent 
his Garments for the Sins of the People, and 
called them to the reverſing of tbeir Sins, until 
the fierce Wrath of the Lord ſhould be turned 
away from them, This hath been the chief 
Office of the Prieſts and Prophets of God, to 
turn them from their Sins, and ſo to turn away 
the Puniſhments due to them. Theſe are the 
Watchmen ſet upon the Tower of divine Spe- 
culation, looking a far off to ſee both the Sins 
of the People, and the Puniſhments of God 
coming for their Sins, they call to Ababs, to 
Sinners, to eſcape betimes from the Tempeſts 
that wil! follow. In Jaiab, a Watchman ſtand- 
eth in the Watch-tower, and fpeaks unto Sin- 
ners. The Morning comes, and alſo the Night, 
if ye will enquire, enquire ye, return, come, 
eremiab was ſet in a Watch- tower, and then 
the Word of the Lord comes to him, Make 
your Ways good, and your Actions right : _ 
; | thin 
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think not to ſteal and kill, and ſwear falſly, and 
fo worſhip Idols, and to truſt in the Temple 

the Lord; for as I deſtroyed Shiloh, for the 
Wickedneſs of Iſrael, ſo will I deſtroy the Temple 
for the Wickedneſs of Judah.—Ezekzel is ſet on 
a Watch-tower to receive the Word from 
God, and to deliver it to the People. F God 


ſay to the Wicked he ſhall die, the Prophet him- 


ſelf ſhall die, iſ be do not tell this Meſſage of 


Death to the Wicked, Habbakuk ſtands in his 


Watch, to hear what the Lord will fay unto 
him, and baving received theWord of theLord, 
he proclaims it to the People. Woe be to bim 
that covets an evil Copeteouſneſi, to ſet his Neſt - 
on high above the Reach of Miſery. Moe be unto 
him that builds a City with Blood, and that 
eftabliſheth it with __ Woe be unto bim 
that giveth Drink to his Neighbour, adding bis 
Bottle, and making him drunk, that he may be- 
Bold bis Shame. Chriſt Feſus himſelf, the Me- 
diator of the New Teſtament, and our chiefeſt 
King, Prieſt and Prophet, to the Scribes and 
Phariſees, expreſſeth their Sins, and de- 
nounceth the Moes belonging unto them. Je- 
ruſalem herſelf he calls with Tears to Repen- 
tance, offering to gather her under the Wings 
of an Almighty Protection: Our Saviour 
would, but Feruſalem would not. St. Peter, 
alſo an excellent Scholar of that all- powerful 
Teacher, tells the Fews plainly, That they have 
dented the Holy One, and defireda Murtherer, and 
killed the Prince of Life ; and withal gens 
em 
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them to Repentance and Converſion, That 

their Sins may be blotted out when the Times of 
refreſhing ſhall come. It fully appears from 

hence, that it is the Office of the Miniſters to 

ſee the Sins of the People, to ſee Judgments 

'of God coming upen thoſe Sins, and by Re- 
pentance to call the People from their Sins, 

and fo to ſave them from the Judgments. 
Therefore even at this Day muſt the Miniſters 

be Seers, they muſt ſee Sins, and fee Judg- MM 
ments. And they muſt be Cryers as well as 

Seers; for when they ſee the Sins, they muſt 

give Men Notice of the Puniſhments that at- 

tend them, and when they ſee the Plagues, 

they muſt give Men Notice of the Sins that 

cauſe them : Yea, when they ſee both, as 

at this Time, they muſt give Notice of both. 

Even now is the Word Clama ſent out to the 9 
Miniſters, to cry aloud and ſpare not, even to 

lift up their Voice as a l rumpet. Wherefore 

let them not be ſilent, and hold their Peace 

for Zton's ſake, leſt the Prophet die for not 
ſpeaking, and the People for not hearing : 

Better it is to cry aloud, a Cry of Penitence | 
that brings forth Safety and Rejoicing, tan 

to cty bitterly hereafter in a Cry of Torment, 

when there ſhall be none to deliver. There- 

fore, let each Paſtor take Heed to the Flock, 

whereof the Holy Ghoſt hath made him 
Overſeer, and ſearch and diſcover the Sins that 

are moſt dangerous, and ſet thoſe Sins and 

their Danger before them who are committed 
Tg | to 
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to his Charge: Let him call upon his Flock 


ſtrongly for Repentance, even this three-fold 
Duty of Repentance, Confeſſion, Deteſtation 
and Converfion, and ſtrive by theſe Means to 
diſmount the Sins of the Time, which are like 
ſo many Batteries erected againſt us, being full 
charged with the Judgments of God. If car- 
nal Security could truly fay (as it is ready to 
fay any thing, even to Sin quietly unto Death, 
rather than to take the Pains of Repentance) 
that there is no Fear of ſuch a Wrath, as ſpe- 
culative Men may forge out of their Imagina- 
tion; yet this is all the Danger on this Side, that, 
by perſuading them to Repentance, Men are 
leſs ſinful, more juſt, and more ſafe: Whereas, 
on the contrary, if our Sins, and God's Judg- 
ments are ſo near together, as the above- cited 
Proofs do inforce, the Danger of Unrepentance 
is no little one, but an utter Overthrow, and 
an Abomination of Deſolation. Next to the 
Miniſter, let me ſpeak to the Maſter of a Fa- 
mily, who is a kind of public private Perſon. 
For an Houſe is a little Church, and a little 
Commonwealth; and of many ſuch little 
Churches and Commonwealths, doth the 
great Church and Commonwealth conſiſt, 
Accordingly, in this little Church, the Maſter 
of the Family hath Leave to inform by In- 
ſtruction; and in this Commonwealth he hath 
Power to reform by Correction, when In- 
ſtruction will not ſerve: Abrabam was. loved 
and commended, becauſe he and his Houſe 
ferved the Lord; Jacob alſo purged and re- 
formed his Houſe __ out the _— 
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Gods that were therein. David promiſeth 
Reformation in his Houſe, as well as his King- 
dom. He that worketh Deceit ſhall not dwell 
in mine Houſe ; he that telleth Lies, ſhall not 
tarry in ny Sight. The Maſters of Families 
following theſe Examples, a general Refor- 

mation would enſue. Therefore let eve 
Man ſee what Swearing and Blaſphemy, what 
Drunkenneſs and Luxury, what Extortion 
and Oppreflion ; nay, whatever Sin is in his 
Houſe, and caſt out from it the Sin, and the 
Perſon, if not reformed. The Houſe of the 
Wicked faith, Solomon ſhall be overthrown ; 
bu the 8 oY the Righteous ſhall 
flouriſh, Again: Wickedneſs makes. 
a Man's Houſe to ——/lay ſo many wicked 

Houſes together makes the Land to decay : 
Every Maſter that does not reform his Houſe, 
is the Undoer of his Family, and a Traitor 
to his Country. Laſtly, Let every Friend 
to his Friend, and Neighbour to his 
Neighbour (though he be ſuch a one as the 
Jews were to the Samaritans) by Admoni- 
tion, Example and Inſtruction, .admoniſh him 
to a Reformation. If thou #ec'ſt-thine Ene- 
my's Ox go out of the Way, thou muſt turn 
him in the Way ; how much more his Soul, 
wandering in the Way that leadeth to De- 
ſtruction? For thine own ſake thou ſhouldeſt do 
it; for, by his Sin, the Land and thou therein 
may be puniſhed: Whereas, by reforming his 
Sin, thou and the Land may be ſpared, But 
if the Wicked will not be reclaimed from his 
Wickedneſs, let the Righteous * 
them 
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them, and ſtrengthen each other in Righte- 
ouſneſs ; ſo that, that which is wanting in the 
Wicked, may be made up by the Godly, thus 
making a double Mourning, one for their own, 
and another for other Mens Sins ; by which 
they have at the leaſt. this Benefits. they will! 
- marked as tru Mourners by God, Ezek. 
Let the Godly alſo ſtrengthen each 
Ger in Piety and Godlineſs; for they, through 
1 their Faith in Chriſt, and his Merits, are the 
Buttreſſes of a Kingdom ; and the more 
ruined Condition a Kingdom 1s in, the ſtronger 
ſhould be the Supports that uphold it : Ten 
ſuch Pillars would have ſupported dom from 
falling. and their Prayers would have cried 
louder in God's Ears for Mercy, than the Sins 
of Thouſands did for Vengeance. If they can- 
* not ſave a Multitude of Sinners, yet themſelves 
ſhall be ſaved from Wrath in the Day of Wrath. 
When the Wicked were ſtout againſt God, 
they that feared the Lord, ſpake often one to. 
another: The Lord heat kened and heard it, 
and a Book of Remembrance was written be- 
fore him, for them that feared the Lord, and 
12 thought upon his Name. And they ſball be 
| mine (ſaith the Lord) in the Day that I make 
up my Fewels, and I will ſpare them as a Man 
JSpareth his own Son that ſerveth him. 
 Lafily, To our Repentance, let us join the 
| irreſiſtable Prayer of Faith: I call it ĩrreſiſta- 
ble, becauſe it was never known, that Prayer, 
joined to Repentance, was denied. Therefore, 
in the Prophet Joel, when God ſhews how he 
" " may 
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may be overcome, having enjoined Penitence, 
even a Confeſſion and Deteſtation of Sin (ex- 
preſſed in faſting and weeping) and a Conver- 


ſion from Sin unto God: He alſo adds, Let 
the Prieſts and the Miniſtersof the Lord between 


the Porch and the Altar gy, ſpare thy People, 
O Lord, and give not Way, Heritage to Re- 
proach, that the Heathen ſhould rule over them, 
Wherefore ſhould they ſay among the Heathen, 
where is their God ? Obſerve what immediately 
follows ; Then will the Lord be jealous for bis 


Land, and pity his People. The Prayer of a 
truly penitent Heart is a moſt acceptable Sa- 


crifice : For a penitent Heart itſelf, as David 
fays, is by Excellence the Sacrifice of God; 
and an Altar to Prayer, from which aſcends a 
Sacrifice of ſweet Savour in the Preſence of 
the Almighty. David truly directs his Song, 
when he ſaith, firſt, Depart from Evil and do 
Gcod, ſeek Peace and purſue it; and ſeconds 
it thus: The Eyes of the Lord are upon the 
Righteous, and his Ears are open to bis Cry. 
The Children of I/rae] had often mocked 
with God in a falſe and ſhort Repentance, fo 
t at God had put them off with a Denial ; but 
putting away their Idols, and joining to their 
Repentance vehement Invocation, hey were 
heard in that they feared. So true is that of 
Elihu, The penitent Man ſhall pray unto God, 
and be will be favourable unto him, and be ſhall 
fee bis Face with Joy. It 1s Sin only that clogs 
our Prayers, and prevents their aſcending unto 


God, and makes them unſavoury in the Noſ- 
5 | trils 
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trils of the Almighty. If therefore our Sins 
are put away, and our Prayers are offered up 
in Pureneſs of Heart, we may be confident they 
will be heard: The Lord hath ſaid it, whoſe 
Words are ſtronger than the Covenant of the 
Sun and Moon. Then ſhalt thou call, and the 
Lord ſhall anſwer, thou ſhalt cry, and the Lord 
ſhall ſay, here I am. Wherefore let us depart 
from Evil, and then confidently call upon the 
Name of the Lord; and be aſſured of being 
heard: Hierom (in Lament. cap. 3.) ſays: 
Fuxta Fohannis Vocem : 1 Joh. 3. Tunc cor 
fiduciam in Oratione accepit, cum fibi Vitæ pra- 
vitas nulla contradicit, & bonorum Operum ra- 
tio orationi convenit, i. e. According to St. 
« Fohn's Doctrine, 1 Job. 3. Then is the 
« Heart confident in Prayer when it hath not 
** the Check of a wicked Life; but good 
* Works do accompany good Prayers,” If it 
be thus, than do we know a ſure Way to pre- 


| vail with God; then why do we not prevail? 


Let us never complain of God, but of our- 
ſelves, if we are not ſaved, for he hath pro- 
miſed Deliverance to the Prayer of the Peni- 
tent, and that in the End it will be prevailing, 
This is the Way, let us walk in it, let us lie 
down in it, and with the Woman in Canaan, 
let Delays, or ſeeming Denials, increaſe the 
Strength of our Cries, for there is no doubt 
but Importunity will prevail ; and if our Pray- 
ers aſcend inceſſantly unto God, our Saviour 
will come to us aſſuredly with Healing in his 
Wings. DD 

But 
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But if the preſent Puniſhments do not bring 
forth this Fruit of Repentance, wherewith 
they are in Travail, then let us enter into a third 
Confideration, and that is, that where God's 
lefler Puniſhments prevail not to Amendment, 
there the greater will iſſue forth and prevail 


unto Deſtruction, This is a moſt lamentable 


Cure of our Sins, and far more bitter than 
that Portion of Repentance which Men ſo 
much abhor.— Repentance with Sorrow 
bringeth forth Joy, but in Deſtruction, Sor- 
row brings forth only Sorrow.—God himſelf 
gives us the Character of it, A trembling 


Heart, and Failings of Eyes, and Sorrow of 


Heart. Thy Life ſhall hang in doubt before thee, 
In the Morning thou fhait ſay, would God it 
were Even, and at Even thou ſhalt jay, would 


Gad it were Morning. This is the Fruit of Im- 


penitence, and not without Reaſon, ſince God 

ath proclaimed ; I yet ue will not be reformed 
by leſſer. Puniſhments, but walk contrary to 
God, then will God walk contrary to us, and 
puniſh us ſeven times more for our Sins. If Men 
obey being chaſtiſed (ſaith Elibu they ſhall 
ſpend their Life in Proſperity, and their Years - 
in Pleaſure : But if they obey not, they ſhall pe- 
riſh bythe Sword, they. ſhall die without Know- 
ledge ; the Hypocrites in Heart heap up Wrath, 
they cry not when God bindeth them. Job 36. 
II, 12,.13. Here is a clear Diſcovery of.the 
End and Iſſue of two contrary Paths. The 
Path of Repentance leads to Pleaſure and 
Proſperity ; but inſenſible Obſtinacy, to O_ 

an 


1 „„ 
and Deſtruction. There is Life and Death 
ſet before us; which ſhall we chooſe, or ra- 
ther how can we heſitate at the Choice, ſince 
there is ſo conſiderable a Difference, that even 
Blindneſs itſelf herein might be Chooſer ? O, 
let us make a right Uſe of the leſſer Puniſh- 
ments, even by Repentance to remove them, 
and not by Impenitence to change them into 
greater. I muſt confeſs, that both Repen- 
tance and -Impenitence remove God's leſſer 
Chaſtiſements ; Repentance removeth them, 
by removing the Cauſes of them, and thoſe are 
our Sins : But Impenitence removeth them b 
removing the Effects, which God would have 
produced by them. — For God, by theſe Pu- 
niſhments, would have Repentance wrought 
in us, but Impenitence ſuffers not God to have 
this End in his Puniſhments. And then God 
doth alſo remove his Chaſtiſements ; bat this 
Eaſe is the greateſt Miſery of all, and it were 
better to be ſtill chaſtiſed than to be thus eaſed x 
For while the Rod is burning, and the Sword 
whetting, Chaſtiſements are then changing 
into utter Deſtructions. It is a moſt fearful 
Speech, Hhby - ſhould they be ſmitten any more? 
they wax worſe and worſe. The hardened 
Sinner may imagine that he hath gotten an 
excellent Advantage by his profitting in Sin, 
when ſinning more, he ſhall be ſmitten no 
more.— But let him ſee that which follows, 
and then he will wiſh he had till been ſmitten 
as before. Your Country is deſolate, your Cities 
ere burnt with Fire, your Land Strangers 
devour 


(40) 


devour in your Preſence, and it is de olate as 


overthrown by Strangers. A ſorrowful Privi- 


lege, not to be ſtricken any more, -but inſtead 
thereof, to be ſwept away by an utter Deſola- 
tion. Let us not rejoice, but tremble at ſuch 
Sun- blaſts, which are followed with theſe 
raging Showers of Wrath and Vengeance. If 
the Drops of his Wrath have thus aflited us, 
how will the great Showers of his Indignation 
waſte us? Stilla ad Africum, &c. faith Hie- 
rom, (in Ezek. lib. 1. cap. 1.) © Drop thy 
e Word to the South—Drop thy Word, that 
te the whole Wrath ſeem not to be poured out, 
* but ſome Drop, or Part of it. But if a Drop 
©« be ſo full of Terror, how terrible ſhall we 


te think are the whole Showers of his Wrath?“ 


Let not then the Drops ſeem little to us, leſt 
we feel the Showers too great for us. 
I be beſt and ſafeſt Way is to make our Sins, 
and God's Judgment, appear in their true 
Greatneſs; for whenwe truly ſee theirGreatneſs, 
that Sight in penitent Men makes them both 
to grow leſſer: But when they both ſeem leſs 
than they are, then they both grow big- 
ger. Neither let us be ſo ſelf-loving, as to 
think the Puniſhments which we have ſuffer'd 
are not great enough to enforce a general Hu- 
miliation. For one or two of theſe Puuiſhments 
have been a Ground ſufficient for the Prophets 
of God to call for a Public Penitence. Joel 
calleth for Lamentation and Faſting, becauſe 
God's Army the Canker and Caterpillar, had de- 
Aroyed their Fruits, And Haggat calls the 


People 


« not, offend any more. 


(4) 
People to the Conſideration and Amendment of 
their Ways, becauſe they ſowed much and reaped 
little, and put their Wages into a broken Bag. 
« And a Reverend Father of the Antient 
« Church (Greg. Nazzen.) upon a Tempeſt 


of Hail, calls on the People to poſſeſs their 
* Souls in Tears, to ſanctify a FAST, and to 
« amend their Lives” Let us therefore be 


no wiſer than the Prophets and Saints; Yea 
let us be no worſe than the Scribes and Phar:i- 


fees, whom John Baptiſt termed a Generation 


of Vipers, and yet were forewarn'd to flee from 
the Wrath to come. Let us make Profit of God's 
Chaftiſement, and let that Profit be Repentance, 
and the Gain we ſhall have by Repentance 
will be the removing of the Chaſliſements. 
Let us ſpeak unto God in the Words of 
Ezra, © After all that is come upon us for 
« our evil Deeds, and for our great Treſpaſs, 


-« ſeeing that thou our God has puniſhed us leſs 


« than our Iniquities deſerve, and has given 
e ſuch Deliverance as this, ſhould we agai 


© break thy Commandments, wouldſt thou 


% not be angry with us till thou hadſt con- 
« ſumed us?” Since God's Puniſhments have 
been leſs than our Sins ; yea, he hath given 
us many Deliverances, ſhould we partake with 
Sins and Sinners any more, that ſo by increaſ- 
ing our Sins we may increaſe our Puniſhments 
until they amount to a final Deſtruction ? 
* It is meet to be ſpoken unto God, (faith 
« Elibx) I have born Chaſtiſements, I will 
Let us from the 
G Heart 
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| Heart make a Covenant with God, and Rn, we 


have born Chaſtiſement, we will offend no 


-more—Let us be contented with theſe Puniſh- 


ments, which we have alrc ady received, and let 
us not 'by Continuance in Sins make them tao 


tttle for us—Let us rather pray unto God. 


Let not all our Trouble ſeem little unto Thee, 
which hath come upon us, but give us ſo great 


a Repentance, that it may make our Troubles 


ſeem great unto Thee, and grow leſſer upon 
us. 


O Loxp, HEAR, O Lord roRGive, 
O LoRD HEARKEN AND DO IT. 
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